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Message From Evangelistic Outreach 
Ritual or Relationship 

(Excerpts from Devotionals “Experiencing God Day by Day” and “Daily 
(“Wisdom for Working Women”) 

They stopped asking, “Where is the LORD who brought us 
from the land of Egypt, who led us through the wilderness?” 

      Jeremiah 2:6 
 

Christianity is an intimate, growing relationship with the person of Jesus 
Christ.  It is not a set of doctrines to believe, habits to practice, or sins to 
avoid.  Every activity God command is intended to enhance His love 
relationship with His people. 
 

God designed worship for us to see Him in His glory and to respond 
appropriately; for many it has degenerated into “religion”, one more meeting 
to attend out of habit. God established the sacrificial system so that we, His 
people, could express our love to Him; but we often diminish our gifts to our 
Lord into futile attempts to appease Him and to pacify our guilty conscience. 
 

God gave us prayer so we could have conversation with Him, but we often 
distort this by “saying prayers” and hurrying off without ever listening to what 
is on our Father’s heart.  God instituted His commandments as a protection 
for those He loves, but the commandments can become a pathway to legalism 
rather than an avenue for a relationship with our Father in which He protects 
us from harm. 
 

Religious activity apart from fellowship with God is empty ritual.  The people 
of Jeremiah’s day were satisfied to have the ritual without the manifest 
presence of God.  They became so comfortable with their “religion” that they 
didn’t even notice God’s absence. Is it possible to pray, to attend a worship 
service, or to give an offering yet not to experience the presence of God?  It 
certainly is possible!  And that has been the sad commentary on many a 

             



  RECURRING EVENTS 
Hour of Power & Bible Study  
Each Tuesday at 6:00pm followed by Bible Study at 7:00pm via ZOOM: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83096366206?pwd=J7wZ8bwAcBA1snP5SgRuYhW4E2DsU.1 
Meeting ID:  830 9636 6206 
Passcode: 199366 
 
To use your cell phone or land line, please dial:  1. 301. 715. 8592  
 Meeting ID:  830 9636 6206# 
Passcode: 199366# 
We encourage all members to submit prayer requests as the Holy Spirit leads by 12:00 Noon on 
Monday.   
 
Men’s Prayer Hour 
Each Wednesday at 10:00pm via conference call: 
1.717.908.1972; Access 875378# 
 
Women’s Prayer 
Each 4th Saturday at 10:00am 
1.605.313.5143; Access 654522# 
 
Questions and Answers 
Held each 4th Sunday at 6:00pm 
1.717.908.1972; Access 875378# 
Please submit your questions today  by email to: SoulCare@Bethesdaweb.org or  in Q&A box 
located on the table  outside of the church office.  
 
Bible Study 
Each Thursday at 12:00 Noon 
1.717.908.1972; Access 875378# 
 

THIS WEEK EVENTS 
 
Monday, January 30th 
4:00pm- Community Outreach Committee Meeting 
Conference Call-in 1.717.908.1972; access code 875378# 
 
Saturday, February 4 
9:00am – Girl Scouts Troop 44006 – Room 118 & Fellowship Hall 
9:00am- Ministry of Comfort Meeting 
Conference Call-in 1.717.908.1972; access code 875378# 
10:30am-Deaconess Board Ministry Meeting 
Conference Call-in 1.717.908.1972; access code 875378# 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83096366206?pwd=J7wZ8bwAcBA1snP5SgRuYhW4E2DsU.1
mailto:SoulCare@Bethesdaweb.org


 
 

COMPASSION 
 

We solicit your prayers and other expressions of compassion and comfort for: 
 
 

Brother John Agnew 
Roscoe Agnew 
Deaconess Vassie Anderson 
Sister Muriel Atkins 
Sister Bonnie Banks 
Deaconess Della Branch 
Deacon William Brown 
Family of Brother Tony Buie 
Sister Bessie Cain 
Sister Christine Calhoun 
Sister Beverly Daaku 
Sister Lena Davis 
Sister Maggie Deyo  
Sister Delaine Dobson 
Brother Norman Fisher 
Brother Willie Green 

Roberta Hair 
Edward M. Harper 
Brother Leonard Higgs 
Deaconess Rose Holbert 
Sister Oney Jenkins 
Sister Diane Jones 
Brother Carrington Miller 
Sister Lynn Patterson 
Family of Willie Pope 
Hoyt Scott, III 
Sister Virginia Siebert 
Family of Sister Doris Smith 
Sister Lucille Travers 
Sister Sharon Turner 
Brother Mileo Velazquez 
Sister Carolyn Wells 



 
ADMINISTRATIVE CORNER 

 
CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 2022 
The 2022 contribution statements can be picked up immediately after 
worship service and after Sunday School in the Board Room, Room 104. 
 
CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 2023 
Dear Bethesda, the envelope company which does the printing of Bethesda’s 
offering envelopes is experiencing worker shortages and is experiencing a 
backlog of production orders.  This will result in Bethesda’s order being delayed 
for several weeks beyond the first of the year.   Meanwhile, we recommend that 
you do one of the following:   
 

• Use contribution envelopes that are old, and pencil change the date; or 
• Enclose your offering in a letter and remember to write your name, type 

of contribution, and envelope number on the letter and check; or 
• Donate online. Go to www.bethesdaweb.org  click “giving;” or 
• When you come to the church, you may pick up a standard envelope 

on the table in front of the church office or on the table in the vestibule 
near the sanctuary; or 

• Call the church office on Monday or Wednesday’s 9:00am – 4:00pm, to 
request a standard envelope. 

 
We thank you for your patience.  
 
PICTURES! PICTURES! PICTURES! 
The library has received lots of pictures from previous events.  The pictures 
have been placed on the bulletin board by the Pastor’s office.  They are available 
for you to take.  Please take whatever pictures you would like. 
 
MINISTRY LEADERS 
Please check your ministry mail boxes for a copy of the 2023 Calendar. 
 
If you would like to hold your ministry meetings or events on Zoom, please 
contact Sister Bobbie Taylor at 202.635.2883 or submit your request by email: 
btaylor@bethesdaweb.org 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

http://www.bethesdaweb.org/
mailto:btaylor@bethesdaweb.org


   
25 Reasons foR RegulaRly PaRticiPating in Public and coRPoRate WoRshiP 

 

 
1. The Word of God teaches it (Heb. 10:24–25). A high and correct view of 

Scripture demands regular church attendance. 
 

2. Corporate worship is where the preaching and teaching of God’s Word 
occur (2 Tim. 4:1–5). 

 
3. It follows the example set by the Lord Jesus Christ (Luke 4:16). 

 
4. It honors the best and brightest day of the week—Sunday, the Lord’s 

Day—the day on which the Lord Jesus rose from the dead. 
 

5. It is a wise and proper use of the privilege we have to publicly and 
corporately worship God. Christians in other lands do not all have this 
freedom. The only way for us to express our gratitude for this liberty is 
to use it faithfully and thankfully. 

 
6. Your neglect of corporate worship grieves the Holy Spirit who lives 

within the individual believer and the church as a whole (Eph. 4:30). 
 

7. It brings joy to the spiritual leaders who watch over your soul and who 
must give account for you. Absenteeism grieves them and is 
unprofitable for you (Heb. 13:17). 

 
8. It demonstrates that you share the mission and ministry of the 

particular church family of which you are a member. 
 

9. Your absence from church services renders it difficult, and in some 
instances impossible, for you to participate in the church’s mutual 
ministry to itself, especially the “one another” commands of the New 
Testament. 

 
10. You need the encouragement that comes from the assembling of the 

saints (Heb. 10:24–25). The more evil the days become, the more you 
need this encouragement. 

 
11. God demands first place (Matt. 6:33). This principle should govern our 

practice. 
 

12. It reminds you that God has a new community of people through faith 
in Jesus Christ (Rom. 12:5). 



   
13. It is a way of preserving the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Eph. 

4:3). 
 

14. Public and corporate worship is the central place where you exercise your 
spiritual gifts. It is a strategic place to minister to other believers (1 Cor. 
14:12). 

 
15. Your regular attendance serves as a positive example and influence for 

others. 
 

16. If you participate in some ministry of the church—and you should—your 
absence can hinder the overall effectiveness of the group and discourage 
other members. 

 
17. Being involved in public and corporate worship services counteracts our 

self-centeredness. 
 

18. You should take the time to stop and say “thank you” to God for bringing 
you through another week. 

 
19. Absenteeism is a poor testimony to unbelievers who see your 

inconsistency (John 13:34–35). It is also a poor witness to our children, 
whom we are to raise in the instruction and admonition of the Lord. 

 
20. True and saving faith will foster love for that which Christ loves, the 

church (Eph. 5:25). Regularly attending church services is a 
fundamental way to demonstrate your love for the bride of Christ. 

 
21. The practice of good habits like regular church attendance builds 

spiritual character. 
 

22. The New Testament teaches us to recognize, share all good things with, 
submit to, and honor spiritual leaders who teach us the Word. Attending 
worship is a way of doing that. (Remember, not only are we accountable 
to the Word of God, but we are also accountable to those whom God uses 
to teach us his Word, as well as each other.) 

 
23. Attending public and corporate worship services renews and strengthens 

us for the days ahead (Heb. 10:24–25). 
 



 

 
24. Corporate worship helps reinforce the truth that worship is not about 

getting from God. Fundamentally, Christian worship is about giving to 
God. 

 
25. Public and corporate worship is the officially designated place to carry 

out the ordinances of the church—baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 
 
 

By H. B. Charles 
  
Senior Pastor  
Shiloh Metropolitan Baptist Church 

    Jacksonville, Florida. 
 


